Tuesday, January 17, 2012

BUSINESS

CONTACT -
THE T&A
BUSINESS
REPORTER
CHRIS
HOLLAND
ON (01274)
705355

e-mail: chris.holland
@telegraphandargus.co.uk

Mentor to
speak on
city future

Bradford
entrepreneur
David
Robertson- RE=
Brown (pictured) [ =1
will join training '
specialist and
business mentor
Mark Rhodes to
speak at a
business
networking event
in the city next
week. .
Mr Robertson Brown is a director
of Gumption & GB Offices,
based at the Gumption Centre in
Glydegate, Bradford, and one of
the founders of pro-Bradford
organisation Bradford Now Here,
where he will speak at the
Midland hotel on Monday;,
January 23.

David will speak about his
background, what motivates him
and also how he overcame some
difficult business situations. He
will also give his view on where
Bradford should position itself
with regard to its future
development.

Mark Rhodes is an International
speaker who will speak about
how to improve results without
little or no extra effort. Mr
Rhodes set up an internet
software company in silicon
valley, California, and will explain
how he met his goals.

For more details, visit bradford
nowhere.co.uk or call (01274)
288 888.

Risk introduction

A two-day course to help West
Yorkshire companies reduce risk
will be held later this month. The
Institute of Risk Management is
holding the course at The Rose
Bowl, Leeds, on January 23 and
24. The course will offer a com-
prehensive introduction to risk
management. Steve Fowler, IRM
chief executive, said in an
increasingly uncertain and
volatile climate, businesses
needed help in how best to posi-
tion themselves to react to risks.

Sales are healthy

The owner of health chain Boots
reported a strong Christmas driv-
en by sales of beauty and cos-
metic gift sets. Alliance Boots
said its UK retail division, which
has more than 2,500 stores, saw
sales grow 4.1 per cent in the
five weeks to December 31,
while group revenue increased
by 14.1 per cent compared to the
previous year.

Design teams
come together
to form largest
3D specialist

by Chris Holland
Business Reporter

Britain’s largest specialist
in 3D design and display will
be partly based in the Aire
Valley following the merger
of two successful companies
that have devised Christmas
displays for major UK and
European shopping malls.

Fuzzwire has been created
from the merger of
Keighley-based LDJ Design
& Display with Centre
Design of Prudhoe,
Northumberland. It will
combine the expertise of 120
employees who have worked
on innovative displays in the
UK, Europe and Canada.

Fuzzwire will retain two
design and production sites
and all former employees of
the previous businesses — 80
in Keighley and 50 in
Prudhoe - have joined the
new operation.

The new company will
focus on producing large-
scale displays incorporating
techniques such as 3D the-
atre, animatronics and light-
ing.

In addition to Christmas
and other displays for major
shopping centre owners
across Europe, Fuzzwire
will also look to develop
demand in other areas such
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as the events and entertain-
ment industries.

Ian Stead, Fuzzwire chief
executive, said: “With
Fuzzwire we’ve created a
vehicle capable of bringing
new levels of innovation and
quality into our industry. We
have unrivalled experience
and a highly-motivated team
that’s passionate about
delivering creativity to
delight both our clients and
their customers.

“Fuzzwire will have
greater scale and resources
than any other business of
its type in Europe. We firmly
intend it will quickly
become recognised as the
clear market leader in 3D
design — not just in the UK
but internationally.”

LDJ Design & Display was
founded in 1986 and bought
by current owner Trevor
Smallwood in 2002. LDJ pro-
duced complex Christmas
schemes for clients, includ-
ing most of the UK’s major
retail property owners.

It specialised in the use of
animatronics, grottos and
3D theatre and also recently
introduced a specialist
e-commerce lighting offer-
ing.

Centre Design was also
founded in 1986 by Peter
Mason and Iain Kerr and
has created hundreds of
large-scale Christmas dis-
play schemes for major
shopping centres in the UK
and Europe.

In 2011, the firm clinched
its first contract project in
North America, in the face
of competition from both US
and European competitors,
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Display of unity as
companies merge

NEW TEAM: Trevor Smallwood, lan Stead and Peter Mason

to design displays for the
Eaton Centre in Toronto -
Canada’s premier shopping
mall.

Peter Mason and Trevor
Smallwood will serve on the
main board of Fuzzwire .

Ian Stead has held board-
level positions in major UK
companies for nearly 20

years. In 2002, Ian was
appointed chief executive of
MDA Limited, one of the
UK’s leading providers of
point of sale and marketing
materials where he led a
five-fold growth in revenue
in nine years.

He joined LDJ as manag-
ing director last year.

Yorkshire
leads firms
expansion

Yorkshire firms led a
‘robust’ rise in output in
December with the pace of
expansion the strongest
among all 12 UK regions,
according to the latest
Lloyds TSB PMI report.

New business rose follow-
ing a marginal drop in
November  with firms
recruiting extra workers at
the fastest rate since March.
Inflationary pressures con-
tinued to decline, with both
input prices and output
charges falling slightly.

Private sector firms in the
region reported higher busi-
ness activity for the fourth
successive month, with the
rate of expansion reaching a
nine month high.

The headline Lloyds TSB
Yorkshire & Humber busi-
ness activity index, which
measures the combined out-
put of the region’s manufac-
turing and service sectors,
registered 57.2 in December,
up from 54.2 in November.

Output rose in the services
sector, while manufacturers
saw a fall in new orders.
Employment rose further in
December and at the fastest
rate since March in both
manufacturing and services.

Resort on
the market

Golf and business resort The
Belfry is expected to attract
“significant international
interest” after it was put on
the market.

The 550-acre Warwickshire
resort, which has hosted four
Ryder Cups and a number of
European Tour events, will
be marketed by Jones Lang
LaSalle Hotels.
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